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 January 1 Grief Haven 
 

 

Just a friendly reminder that 
Grief Haven will NOT meet on 
January 1 due tho the New 
Year's Day holiday! If you need 
support during this time, please 
contact Judi@SpencerPride.org. 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

Rainbow Birders - Winter Events 
 

 

  

 

  
 

Rainbow Birders Bear Run Mine - 2 opportunities 
 

 

Our first bird outing of 2025 will be to nearby Sullivan County in search of the seasonal Short-eared 
Owls! To minimize potential disturbance to these magnificent birds, we are limiting the number of 
participants so you must register to attend. To offset the limited number, we are offering an outing on 

mailto:Judi@SpencerPride.org


both Friday and Saturday evening. Please contact wendy@spencerpride.org to register and/or for 
more information. 

 

 

    

 

  
 

Iris Youth January Events 
 

 

    

 

  
 

 

 

Raptors Reprise 
 

 

Have you ever driven by a perched raptor and wondered what it was? This free presentation is for you! 
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Handmade bespoke "Stand Together" quilt by Julie Parmenter 
 

 

 



Purchase your tickets for a chance to win before January 27th:  
1. Visit the commUnity center  
2. Text "spencerpride" to 33100  
3. Use the QR code 
4. Go to: https://go.rallyup.com/standtogetherquilt 
You can receive free entries for sharing your customized sweepstakes link on Facebook/Instagram and for each donation you bring in. 
  
This quilt is based on a log cabin block. A traditional log cabin block’s center square is red or yellow, denoting the fire or light in the 
home. There is a story that during slavery days, quilters made black center blocks and when hung outside, the quilt indicated that this 
home was a stop on the Underground Railroad. Using that as inspiration, Julie's quilt will have black, rainbow, brown and pink center 
blocks indicating support for Black lives, the LGBTQ+ community, immigrants and women. A picture of the first block is attached. 
  
NO PURCHASE, DONATION OR PAYMENT OF ANY KIND NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Receive a free entry 
form: https://go.rallyup.com/8527c2/mailentryrequest 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Iris Youth February Events 
 

 

    

 

  
 

 

 

A note from your Communications Director 
 

 

Happy New Year! Welcome to 2025! 
  
I wanted to take this moment to share 
some tips with you that can help Spencer 
Pride boost participation in our programs. 
  
Our Social Media presence is 
on Facebook and Instagram. We removed 
our Twitter/X account when the terms and 
conditions no longer aligned with our 
mission. I know there are other social 
media accounts out there (Blue Sky and 
Threads as well as others), and they will be 
assessed accordingly. 
  
Social Media functions on algorithms. In 
order for Spencer Pride to thrive online, we 
need everyone's support. 
  
How can you do this? Here are some 
simple ways you can boost Spencer Pride 
on Social Media, without leaving the 
comfort of your chair. 
  
1. If you go to the commUnity 
center, check in. 
2. If you see a Facebook event that 
interests you, click the interested button. 
3. If you know you will attend a Facebook 
event, click the going button. 
4. If you think something might interest 
your friends on Facebook or 
Instagram, share the post. 
5. Like and Comment on Social Media 
posts. 
6. If you happen to take a picture at one of 
our events, tag Spencer Pride in your 
personal post. 
  
Believe it or not, the above actions will do 
more to boost Spencer Pride online than if 
I were to create posts on our page. 
  
Finally, let's remember that Spencer Pride 
has a website. You can always check our 
website out for information, as well as tell 
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others to visit our website. It's real easy to 
remember: www.SpencerPride.org 
  

 

 

  
 

 

 

Owen County Community Foundation Match Program 
 

 

  

As our nation navigates a politically 
charged landscape, the stability of 
Spencer Pride has never been more 
important to south central Indiana. A 
donation to our endowment at the 
Owen County Community 
Foundation ensures our vital 
programs continue, regardless of 
shifting political winds. Your gift will 
safeguard our mission to make 
Indiana a more welcoming place for 
all, empowering us to weather any 
storm and emerge stronger than ever. 
Join us in securing a future where 
Spencer Pride thrives, no matter the 
political climate. 
  
Your generous donation will be 
doubled thanks to OCCF's matching 
gift campaign! This means your 
impact will be twice as powerful. By 
supporting Spencer Pride, you're not 
only securing our future but also 
investing in our community today. A 
portion of OCCF's match to your 
endowment gift will help us renovate 
the east side of our building, creating 
a more accessible and welcoming 
space for all. Let's work together to 
build a brighter future, one floorboard 
at a time. 
  
Please visit the commUnity center to 
donate to our match campaign, or go 
to www.spencerpride.org/donate and 
select "OCCF Match" in the drop-
down menu 

 

 

  
 

 

 

02/08/25: Disruptive Empathy 
 

 

Please join us on Saturday, February 8th at 1pm Eastern, in-person at the commUnity center or virtually via Zoom, to hear Amy Makice, 
@Bloomington Center for Connection, discuss disruptive empathy. 
 
In a world of growing tension, how can we stay connected to those who see the world differently, while still advocating for care? 
Relational-Cultural Theory (RCT) offers a framework for fostering relationships through growth and possibility.  
 
Join us for an engaging presentation exploring Maureen Walker's concept of Disruptive Empathy, a powerful tool for creating 
understanding and connection across deep divides. 
 
We'll cover: 
*A brief history of Relational-Cultural Theory: How it redefines growth through connection. 
*Disruptive Empathy: What it is and how it challenges disconnection. 
*Tools for engaging with reluctant support among family and community members 
  
This event is designed for queer individuals and allies seeking compassionate, practical ways to navigate difficult conversations with 
loved ones or community members. 
 
Please reach out to @Judi Epp at judi@spencerpride.org for more information or to get the Zoom login information. 

http://www.spencerpride.org/donate
mailto:judi@spencerpride.org


  

 

  
 

 

 

Coming 03/22/25: Reproductive Health Access in Our Times 
 

 

During this 60-minute workshop, 
participants will receive tools and 
information regarding the current 
access landscape, specifically for 
abortion and birth control. This 
will be an organic, audience led 
discussion. We can be expansive 
and talk about gender affirming 
care, pregnancy care, and 
healthcare in general - but our 
presenter is cisgender, and not an 
expert on hormone therapy or 
many other aspects of gender 
affirming care. Our presenter has 
decades of experience in 
reproductive rights, health, and 
justice, and is an adaptive and 
engaging facilitator. Come as you 
are! Let's talk and learn together. 
Email Clay@SpencerPride.orgwith 
questions or to request Zoom 
information. 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

Coming 05/10/25: The Roles of POA, Guardians, and Executors 
 

 

mailto:Clay@SpencerPride.org


  

You know you need to plan for 
your future when you aren't 
able to take care of yourself. 
But it's easy to push that off 
because it's hard to imagine 
what that means. Who do you 
trust to pay your bills when 
you can't? Who will make your 
health care decisions? Who 
will be your Trustee? Who will 
be in charge of your will? What 
if they aren't the same person? 
When do they get access? 
Have you ever wondered what 
happens when someone dies 
in possession of a vehicle that 
was never transferred to 
them? What about 200? Learn 
what you can do now to make 
things easy on those helping 
you and less costly. Reach out 
to Clay@SpencerPride.orgwith 
questions or to request the 
Zoom link. 

 

 

  
 

 

 

  

 

 

A group for lovers of books - including 
those "banned" for controversial 
content. 
Meets at 5:30 PM on the 4th Thursday 
(also virtually) 
Contact Julie@SpencerPride.org for more 
info 
Join our Facebook Group! 

 

 

A group for people who love birds and 
want to explore our natural world 
Meets for outings on the 3rd Saturday 
Contact Wendy@SpencerPride.orgfor 
more info 
Join our Facebook Group! 

 

 

A group for people who love dancing and 
want to learn it and do it whenever they 
can 
Meets at 6:15 PM on Thursdays 
Contact Jacob@SpencerPride.orgfor more 
info 
Join our Facebook Group! 

 

 

 

A spousal grief support group for 
members of the LGBTQ+ community & 
allies 
Meets at 5:30 PM on the 1st Wednesday 
Contact Judi@SpencerPride.org for more 
info 
Join our Facebook Group! 

 

 

A group for LGBTQ+ teens and allies (10-
19) to connect, support each other, and 
have fun 
Meets at 5 PM on the 2nd & 4th 
Wednesday 
Contact Joy@SpencerPride.org for more 
info 

 

An inclusive Dungeons & Dragons group 
Meets at 2 PM on the 1st & 3rd Sunday 
Contact Phillip@SpencerPride.org for 
more info 
Join our Facebook Group! 

 

mailto:Clay@SpencerPride.org
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mailto:%20Jacob@SpencerPride.org
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Follow us in Instagram! 
 

 

 

A social group for families with 
LGBTQ+ members 
Meets regularly 
Contact Ben@SpencerPride.org for 
more info 
Join our Facebook Group! 

 

 

A group for people who wish to live 
a more peaceful, joyful, and loving 
life 
Meets at 4 PM on the third Sunday 
Contact Karen@SpencerPride.orgfor 
more info 

 

 

A social support group for LGBTQ+ 
adults 
Meets at 3 PM on the fourth Saturday 
Contact Erica@SpencerPride.org for 
more info 

 

 

 

A tutoring group for  
grades 6-12 
Meets at 11 AM on Saturdays - visit our 
website for schedule 
Contact Andrew@SpencerPride.orgfor 
more information. 

 

 

A group for people who quilt, scrapbook, 
paint, decoupage, or anything of the like 
Meets on the 2nd and 4th Friday from 5 PM 
to 7 PM 
Individuals bring their own supplies to 
work on a project while others do the 
same. 
For more information, 
contact Cat@SpencerPride.org. 

 

  

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

Support Lines 
 

 

• The Trevor Project 
o thetrevorproject.org 
o Text Start to 678678 
o 1-866-488-7386 

• National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
o 988lifeline.org 
o Call or text 988 

• SAGE LGBT Elder Hotline 
o sageusa.org 
o 1-877-360-5428 

• Substance  Abuse & Addiction  Hotline 
o drughelpline.org 
o 1-844-289-0879 

 

• Trans Lifeline 
o translifeline.org 
o 1-877-565-8860 

• LGBT National Hotlines 
o lgbthotline.org 
o National: 1-888-843-4564 
o Youth: 1-800-246-7743 
o Coming Out: 1-888-688-5428 
o Seniors: 1-888-234-7243 

• Middle Way House 
o middlewayhouse.org 
o 1-812-336-0846 

 

 

If you know of other support hotlines that should be included, please email info@SpencerPride.org. 
As always, if you are in immediate danger, 911 should be your first option. 
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Did you know that the first 
penny press (a.k.a. a penny 
smashing machine) debuted 
at the Chicago's World Fair in 
1893? Since that time these 
unique machines have popped 
up around the world and are 
highly sought by tourists and 
collectors alike. What does a 
penny smashing machine do? 
Well, it should come as no 
surprise that it smashes 
pennies. It does so while also 
imprinting a special design 
into the coin. Children of all 
ages love to crank the handle 
and feel the pressure build as 
the penny is compressed and 
imprinted. 
  
Spencer Pride is proud to host 
Owen County's only penny 
smashing machine, which has 
arrived just in time for the 
eclipse! The Spencer Pride 
machine features 5 designs, 
each featuring a special place 
in Spencer. The penny 
smashing machine was 
sponsored in part by Babbs, 
the Historic Tivoli Theatre, 
McCormick's Creek State 
Park, and Sweet Owen 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. 
Each coin takes 4 quarters and 
one penny (just $1.01 for an 
awesome souvenir!). 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Come get 
the latest 
copy of The 
Owen 
News at the 
commUnity 
center!  
  
We are open 
Wednesday 
through 
Sunday 10 
am until 7 
pm.  
  
Support your 
brand new 
local news 
organization! 

 

  

 

  
 

Did you know you could help support Spencer Pride while you are shopping? 
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We are incredibly thankful for our 
sustainers! These amazing 
supporters give at a regular 
interval to cover 50% of the 
commUnity center’s monthly 
operation costs.  
 
Our goal for 2024 is to grow our 
Sustainer program to cover 100% 
of our center's operating costs.  
 
To become a Sustainer, reach 
out to our Fundraising Director, 
Elisabeth Solchik, or you can 
start the process on our website: 
https://spencerpride.org/donate/ 
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A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS! 
 

 

A commUnity center Sponsor provides much needed support to assist with our current programming 
as well as with our future building expansion and programming that supports the LGBTQ+ 
community. 
  
If you or someone you know would like to be a Sponsor, click here for more details! 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Thanks again for your support! 
 

 

Our Contact Information 
Spencer Pride, Inc. 
PO Box 585 
Spencer, IN 47460 
812-652-5000 
http://www.SpencerPride.org 
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