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Hello, Incredible 
Volunteers! 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

        

  
 

Spencer Pride General Meeting 
 

 

 

    

 

  
 

 

 

Support Lines 
• The Trevor Project 

o Text Start to 678678 
o 1-866-488-7386 

• National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
o Call or text 988 

• SAGE LGBT Elder Hotline 
o 1-877-360-5428 

• Substance Abuse & Addiction Hotline 
o 1-844-289-0879 

• Trans Lifeline 
o 1-877-565-8860 

• LGBT National Hotlines 
o National: 1-888-843-4564 
o Youth: 1-800-246-7743 
o Coming Out: 1-888-688-5428 
o Seniors: 1-888-234-7243 

• Middle Way House 
o 1-812-336-0846 

If you know of other support hotlines that should 
be included, please 
email info@SpencerPride.org. As always, if you 
are in immediate danger, 911 should be your 
first option. 

Monthly Programming 

Queer Quilting Bee 

 

  
 

IU Cinema: Queer in the Heartland 

https://crm.bloomerang.co/Mailing/Email/Preview/thetrevorproject.org
https://crm.bloomerang.co/Mailing/Email/Preview/988lifeline.org
https://crm.bloomerang.co/Mailing/Email/Preview/sageusa.org
https://crm.bloomerang.co/Mailing/Email/Preview/drughelpline.org
https://crm.bloomerang.co/Mailing/Email/Preview/translifeline.org
https://crm.bloomerang.co/Mailing/Email/Preview/lgbthotline.org
https://crm.bloomerang.co/Mailing/Email/Preview/middlewayhouse.org
mailto:info@SpencerPride.org
https://www.facebook.com/SpencerPrideInc
https://www.instagram.com/spencerprideinc/
https://bsky.app/profile/spencerprideinc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/spencer-pride-inc-
https://www.youtube.com/user/SpencerPrideInc/featured
https://crm.bloomerang.co/Mailing/Email/Preview/www.spencerpride.org
https://www.spencerpride.org/calendars


 

A group for lovers of books - including those 
"banned" for controversial content. 
Meets at 5:30 PM on the 4th Thursday (also 
virtually) 
Contact Julie@SpencerPride.org for more info 
Join our Facebook Group! 

 

A group for people who love birds and want to 
explore our natural world 
Meets for outings on the 3rd Saturday, and 
special events. 
Contact Wendy@SpencerPride.org for more info 
Join our Facebook Group! 

 

A group for people who love dancing and want 
to learn it and do it whenever they can 
Meets at 6:15 PM on Thursdays 
Contact Jacob@SpencerPride.org for more info 
Join our Facebook Group! 

 

A spousal grief support group for members of 
the LGBTQ+ community & allies 
Meets at 5:30 PM on the 1st Wednesday 
Contact Judi@SpencerPride.org for more info 
Join our Facebook Group! 

 

A group for LGBTQ+ teens and allies (10-19) to 
connect, support each other, and have fun 
Meets at 5 PM on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday 
Contact Joy@SpencerPride.org for more info 
Follow us in Instagram! 

Ready to look beyond the stereotypes of the Midwest? 
 
Join Spencer Pride, @IU Center for Rural Engagement and @IU 
Cinema for their "Queer in the Heartland" film series, celebrating 
the vibrant, resilient lives of LGBTQ+ individuals thriving in the heart 
of America! 
  
This series shines a spotlight on resilience, community, and the 
power of being authentically yourself. Join us for two must-see 
films (FREE but Ticketed!). 
 
* Tues, Nov 4 at 7 PM: IN PLAIN SIGHT 
Discover the surprising reality of LGBTQ+ women finding safety, 
support, and happiness in the rural Upper Midwest, challenging 
notions about life outside of urban centers. 
 
* Tues, Nov 11 at 7 PM: THE PROM 
See the glitzy musical comedy starring Meryl Streep and Nicole 
Kidman about an Indiana high schooler fighting for her right to bring 
her girlfriend to prom. A heartwarming celebration of love and 
acceptance! 
PLUS: A virtual Q&A follows the film with Broadway co-
writer/lyricist Chad Beguelin and Spencer Pride President Jonathan 
Balash! 
 
Secure your FREE tickets now and connect with your Hoosier 
community. Get Tickets Here: 
https://am.ticketmaster.com/iucinema/buy/IUCinemaNovember-
December25?hl=en-US 
 
Let's celebrate the power of being yourself, right here in south 
central Indiana and beyond in the Midwest Heartland! Curated by 
@SpencerPride.  

 

  
 

Constellation Playhouse 

Join our friends at Off Night Productions for the final installment in 
their 2025 Season, Off Night Stories: Immigrants, Refugees, and 
Asylum Seekers. 
 
This live storytelling event features a series of true stories about the 
experiences of immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers. From 
choosing to pursue your dreams in a new country, to fleeing 
violence in a home you never thought you’d leave, the stories in this 
production showcase the diverse experiences of Bloomington’s 
immigrant community. Join us for this celebration of tenacity, 
resilience, and joy. 
 
Get your tickets at offnight.ludus.com 
English shows: November 9 at 2:00 P.M., November 10 & 11 at 7:00 
P.M. 
 
Spanish show: November 9 at 7:00 P.M. 
 
Spanish show free with advance sign-up via El Centro Comunal 
Latino. Call 812-355-7513 or email elcentrocomunal@gmail.com. 
 
 
Learn more at www.offnightproductions.org/stories2025 

mailto:%20julie@spencerpride.org
mailto:%20Wendy@SpencerPride.org
mailto:%20Jacob@SpencerPride.org
mailto:%20Judi@SpencerPride.org
mailto:%20Joy@SpencerPride.org
https://am.ticketmaster.com/iucinema/buy/IUCinemaNovember-December25?hl=en-US
https://am.ticketmaster.com/iucinema/buy/IUCinemaNovember-December25?hl=en-US
https://twitter.com/search/%0A%23QueerInTheHeartland
mailto:elcentrocomunal@gmail.com
http://www.offnightproductions.org/stories2025


 

An inclusive Dungeons & Dragons RGP ang 
gaming group 
RPG meets as scheduled 
Open Game Night 3rd Saturday @ 4pm 
Contact Phillip@SpencerPride.org for more info 
Join our Facebook Group! 

 

A social group for families with LGBTQ+ 
members 
Meets quarterly. 
Contact Shea@SpencerPride.org for more info 
Join our Facebook Group! 

 

A group for people who wish to live a more 
peaceful, joyful, and loving life 
Meets at 4 PM on the third Sunday 
Contact Karen@SpencerPride.org for more info 

 

A tutoring group for 
grades 6-12 
Meets at 10 AM on Saturdays - visit our website 
for schedule 
Contact Andrew@SpencerPride.org for more 
information. 

 

A group for people who quilt, scrapbook, 
paint, decoupage, or anything of the like 
Meets on the 2nd and 4th Friday from 5 PM to 7 
PM 
Individuals bring their own supplies to work on a 
project while others do the same. 
For more information, 
contact Cat@SpencerPride.org. 

 

  
 

Volunteer Spotlight: Supporting Our NATCA Partners 

We're excited to highlight a great example of Spencer Pride making 
a real difference and building strong connections! 
 
Spencer Pride is thrilled to be selected again as one of the National 
Air Traffic Controllers Association (NATCA)'s official charities 
during their Pride fundraising efforts. We were surprised to be 
selected a few years ago for this national recognition and have 
continued to support NATCA since then. To nurture this important 
relationship and show our support during the recent federal 
government shutdown, we put together and delivered lunch to the 
125+ hard-working NATCA members at the Indianapolis facilities—
the Air Route Traffic Control Center (ZID) and the Indianapolis 
International Airport (IND) Tower. 
 
In the midst of the uncertainty of a shutdown, this small, thoughtful 
gesture showed our allies that Spencer Pride stands with them. 
These kinds of outreach efforts are essential for strengthening our 
ties with community partners like NATCA. 
Thank you for your commitment to action and for showing the 
power of community in a tangible way! 

 

  
 

Volunteers of the Year 

Celebrating Our 2025 Volunteers of the Year! 
 
Each year, we honor volunteers who go above and beyond to make 
Spencer Pride stronger, kinder, and more vibrant. 
  
IDEA Award: Rex Hinkle — for years of dedicated leadership and 
generosity that continue to help Spencer Pride grow and thrive. This 
year he helped elevate us all (literally) by making a major donation 
to fund the installation of our elevator. 
 
Leader Award: Karen Williams — for heart-led leadership, 
generosity, and creating the Rainbow Sunday Circle program. 
 
Festival Award: Joy Hellman — for stepping up wherever needed 
and bringing joy to every part of our work. 
 
commUnity Center Awards: Our amazing Wednesday Crew — Jim 

mailto:Phillip@SpencerPride.org
mailto:Shea@SpencerPride.org
mailto:%20Karen@SpencerPride.org
mailto:Andrew@SpencerPride.org
mailto:Cat@SpencerPride.org


 

Meets on the 2nd Wednesday at 6:15 PM 
Individuals bring their own mat, all abilities and 
level welcome. 
For more information, 
contact Julie.M@SpencerPride.org 

 

We also host routine health & wellness services 
and monthly educational programming, in 
addition to annual events like the Spencer Pride 
Festival. For more information, ask a Spencer 
Pride volunteer or contact us 
at info@SpencerPride.org. 

The Owen News 

Come get the latest copy of The Owen News at 
the commUnity center!  We are open 
Wednesday through Sunday 10 am until 7 
pm.  Support your brand new local news 
organization! 

 

  
 

 

  
 

Rainbow Cruisers to the Caribbean 

 

 

We are excited to announce Spencer Pride’s 
next cruise! We will be sailing to the Caribbean 
on the Celebrity Beyond from June 14-21, 2026. 

Frohliger, Shea Finnegan, John Settle-Corbin, Patti Cowin, and 
Jacob Balash — for their creativity, teamwork, and time keeping our 
center thriving (and helping make our elevator a reality!). 
  
Thank you to all our volunteers who make Spencer Pride a 
welcoming, inclusive space for everyone. 

 

 

 

mailto:Julie.M@SpencerPride.org
mailto:info@SpencerPride.org
https://www.facebook.com/theowennews


The cruise is open to anyone who wants to 
support our work and experience Pride Month 
with us on the ocean! It is a family-friendly 
experience that is sure to offer something for 
everyone. 
 
To register or get more details, scan the QR code 
or 
visit https://spencerpride.johnheathtravel.com/. 
For each stateroom reserved, Spencer Pride will 
receive a donation. Our 2024 cruise to Alaska 
helped us raise $4,000, and we hope to exceed 
that amount in 2026. 

 

 

  
 

 

Did you know that the first penny press (a.k.a. a 
penny smashing machine) debuted at the 
Chicago's World Fair in 1893? Since that time 
these unique machines have popped up around 
the world and are highly sought by tourists and 
collectors alike. What does a penny smashing 
machine do? Well, it should come as no 
surprise that it smashes pennies. It does so 
while also imprinting a special design into the 
coin. Children of all ages love to crank the 
handle and feel the pressure build as the penny 
is compressed and imprinted. 
  
Spencer Pride is proud to host Owen County's 
only penny smashing machine, which has 
arrived just in time for the eclipse! The Spencer 
Pride machine features 5 designs, each 
featuring a special place in Spencer. The penny 
smashing machine was sponsored in part by 
Babbs, the Historic Tivoli Theatre, McCormick's 
Creek State Park, and Sweet Owen Convention 
& Visitors Bureau. Each coin takes 4 quarters 
and one penny (just $1.01 for an awesome 
souvenir!). 
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Fundraising News 
 

 



 

Did you know you could help support Spencer 
Pride while you are shopping? 

  

Become A Sustainer 

We are incredibly thankful for our sustainers! 
These amazing supporters give at a regular 
interval to cover 50% of the commUnity center’s 
monthly operation costs.  
 
Our goal for 2025 is to grow our Sustainer 
program to cover 100% of our center's operating 
costs.  
 
To become a Sustainer, reach out to our 
Fundraising Director, Elisabeth Solchik, or you 
can start the process on our website: 
https://spencerpride.org/donate/ 

  

 

  
 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS! 
 

 

https://spencerpride.org/donate/


A commUnity center Sponsor provides much needed support to assist with our current programming 
as well as with our future building expansion and programming that supports the LGBTQ+ community. 
  
If you or someone you know would like to be a Sponsor, click here for more details! 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Thanks again for your support! 
 

 

Our Contact Information 
Spencer Pride, Inc. 
PO Box 585 
Spencer, IN 47460 
812-652-5000 
http://www.SpencerPride.org 
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