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Support Lines 

The Trevor Project 
Text Start to 678678 
1-866-488-7386 
  
National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline 
Call or text 988 
  
SAGE LGBT Elder 
Hotline 
1-877-360-5428 
  
Substance Abuse & 
Addiction Hotline 

Congratulations! 

At our Annual Meeting on September 13, 2026, the 
membership unanimously approved the re-election of John 
Angeline, Jonathan Balash, Joy Hellman, Kim Fidler, 
Martha Nally, Rex Hinkle, Shea Finnegan to our board of 
directors (for 3-year terms). 
Also, the general membership unanimously approved our 
leadership slate of officers up for election: 
President: Jonathan Balash 
Vice President: Elisabeth Solchik 
Treasurer: Wendy Wonderley 
Secretary: John Angeline 

  
 

Festival Fundraising 

Monthly Programs 

 

A group for lovers of books - 
including those "banned" for 
controversial content. 
Meets at 5:30 pm on the 4th 
Thursday (also virtually). Contact 
Julie@SpencerPride.org for more 
info. Join our Facebook Group! 

javascript:void('thetrevorproject.org')
javascript:void('988lifeline.org')
javascript:void('988lifeline.org')
javascript:void('sageusa.org')
javascript:void('sageusa.org')
javascript:void('drughelpline.org')
javascript:void('drughelpline.org')
mailto:%20julie@spencerpride.org
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/19Bs3d499a/
https://www.facebook.com/SpencerPrideInc
https://www.instagram.com/spencerprideinc/
https://bsky.app/profile/spencerprideinc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/spencer-pride-inc-
https://www.youtube.com/user/SpencerPrideInc/featured
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1-844-289-0879 
  
Trans Lifeline 
1-877-565-8860 
  
LGBT National 
Hotlines 
National: 1-888-843-
4564 
Youth: 1-800-246-7743 
Coming Out: 1-888-
688-5428 
Seniors: 1-888-234-
7243 
  
Middle Way House 
1-812-336-0846 
  
If you know of other 
support hotlines that 
should be included, 
please email 
info@SpencerPride.org. 
As always, if you are in 
immediate danger, 911 
should be your first 
option. 

  
 

 

Did you know that the 
first penny press (a.k.a. 
a penny smashing 
machine) debuted at 
the Chicago's World 
Fair in 1893? Since that 
time these unique 
machines have popped 
up around the world 
and are highly sought 
by tourists and 
collectors alike. What 
does a penny smashing 
machine do? Well, it 
should come as no 
surprise that it 
smashes pennies. It 
does so while also 
imprinting a special 
design into the coin. 
Children of all ages love 
to crank the handle and 
feel the pressure build 
as the penny is 
compressed and 
imprinted. 
  
Spencer Pride is proud 
to host Owen County's 
only penny smashing 
machine, which has 
arrived just in time for 
the eclipse! The 
Spencer Pride machine 
features 5 designs, 
each featuring a special 
place in Spencer. The 
penny smashing 
machine was 
sponsored in part by 
Babbs, the Historic 
Tivoli Theatre, 
McCormick's Creek 
State Park, and Sweet 
Owen Convention & 
Visitors Bureau. Each 
coin takes 4 quarters 
and one penny (just 
$1.01 for an awesome 
souvenir!). 

  
 

The Owen News 

Come get the latest 
copy of The Owen News 
at the commUnity 
center! We are open 
Wednesday through 

 

Join us at Civilian Brewing Crops on Wednesday, September 
30, 2026 from 11am-9pm. 

 

Celebrate 20 years of Spencer Pride and win big in our 
Festival Fundraising Sweepstakes! 
 
From September 13 through the festival on October 3, enter 
for your chance to win a share of over $5,000 in incredible 
prizes donated by our generous community partners. 
 
Tickets $5 each or 6 tickets for $25 Purchase online at  
https://spencerpride.org/home/festival-fundraising/ or 
in-person at the Spencer Pride commUnity Center (Wed–
Sun, 10 AM–7 PM). 
 
Featured Prizes: 
Spencer Pride 20th Anniversary Exclusives  
Bespoke Handcrafted Quilt by the amazing @Julie 
Parmenter  
 
Theater, Music & Fine Arts  
Beef & Boards, Indiana Repertory Theatre (IRT), Phoenix 
Theatre, Footlite Musicals, Dance Kaleidoscope, IU Ballet, 
IU Cinema, Kentucky Performing Arts Center, and KanKan 
Cinema  
Getaways & Outdoor Adventures  
Getaway in Madison, IN via In Bloom Rental, Indianapolis 
stay at The Prescott in Irvington, IndiGo Birding tours, Cave 
Country Canoes paddle passes on the Blue River 
Family Outings, Sports & Attractions  
Indianapolis Zoo, Indy Eleven, WonderLab, Indiana State 
Museum and Indiana Historical Sites, Hoosier Heights, 
Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory, Belle of Louisville 
Riverboat, WonderLab Museum, and the Terre Haute 
Children's Museum, Hoosier Alley 
 
Dining and Treats  
Bakersfield, MAD Love, Bucceto’s, and Chocolate Moose, 
Heine Brothers Coffee, and Mrs. B’s Tea 
 
Fitness, &Self-Care  
The Goat Conspiracy, Bloomington Yoga Collective, All 
About Belly Dance, Todd Fuqua photography headshots, 
Tranquil Spa massage, and Jessica’s Nails 
Creative Fun  
Caveat Emptor bookstore, Planted community cooking 
classes, Pottery House Studio, Rebel Purl, Knitting 
Romance, and “building bricks” sets 
 
We’ll also have even more prizes in a silent auction at our 
Festival Afterparty, so get your tickets and join in the 
fun! https://www.eventeny.com/events/ticket/?id=27723 
 
Fine Print: NO PURCHASE, DONATION OR PAYMENT OF 
ANY KIND NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Alternative 

 

Meets on the 2nd Wednesday at 
6:15 pm. Individuals bring their own 
mat, all abilities and level welcome. 
For more information, contact 
Julie.M@SpencerPride.org 

 

A group for people who quilt, 
scrapbook, paint, decoupage, or 
anything of the like. 
Meets on the 2nd and 4th Friday 
from 5 pm to 7 pm. Individuals bring 
their own supplies to work on a 
project while others do the same. 
For more information, contact 
Terry@SpencerPride.org. 

 

A group for people who love 
dancing and want to learn it and do 
it whenever they can. 
Meets at 6:15 pm on Thursdays. 
Contact Jacob@SpencerPride.org 
for more info. Join our Facebook 
Group! 

 

A spousal grief support group for 
members of the LGBTQ+ 
community & allies. 
Meets at 5:30 pm on the 1st 
Wednesday. Contact 
Grief.Haven@SpencerPride.org for 
more info. Join our Facebook 
Group! 

 

A group for LGBTQ+ teens and allies 
(10-19) to connect, support each 
other, and have fun. 
Meets at 4:30-6:30 pm on the 2nd & 
4th Wednesday. Contact 
Joy@SpencerPride.org for more 
info. Follow us in Instagram! 

 

A group for people who love birds 
and want to explore our natural 
world. 
Meets for outings on the 3rd 
Saturday, and special events. 
Contact 
Rainbow.Birders@SpencerPride.org 
for more info. Join our Facebook 
Group! 
Visit our webpage! 

 

A social group for families with 
LGBTQ+ members. 
Meets quarterly. Contact 
Shea@SpencerPride.org for more 
info. Join our Facebook Group! 

 

An inclusive Dungeons & Dragons 
RGP ang gaming group. 
RPG meets as scheduled. Open 
Game Night 3rd Saturday @ 4 pm. 
Contact 
Rainbow.Rollers@SpencerPride.org 
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Sunday 10 am until 7 
pm.  Support your local 
news organization! 

 

  
 

Pride Festivals 

Our friends at 
Greenwood Pride are 
using their website to 
manage and host a 
festival page for all of 
the pride organizations 
in the Indiana Pride 
Network. 
  
Be sure to click the link 
and check out other 
festivals throughout 
Indiana.  

 

 

methods of entry are available via the Sweepstakes Rules & 
Details at the bottom of each prize page. You do not need to 
be present to win, but review the details of each 
sweepstakes prize as prize pickup at the commUnity center 
may be required! Spencer Pride’s exempt event activity 
notification is on file with the Indiana Gaming Commission. 

 

  
 

Volloween Party 

 

  
 

Spencer Pride Festival 

 

This year is extra special—Spencer Pride Festival is turning 
20, and we’re throwing the biggest celebration yet! For two 
decades, this incredible festival has brought people 
together in downtown Spencer to honor love, diversity, and 
community spirit. 
  
On the day of the festival, you can expect all the things you 
love—live entertainment, a huge outdoor marketplace, 
delicious food, family-friendly fun—and a few exciting 
surprises to mark this milestone year. 
  
Below is a graphic of the festival activities. Yes, it is very 
small digitally, however, it will be around the square on the 
day of the festival. You can also go to Eventeny to see it. 

for more info. Join our Facebook 
Group! 
Visit our webpage! 

 

A group for people who wish to live 
a more peaceful, joyful, and loving 
life. 
Meets at 4 pm on the third Sunday. 
Contact Karen@SpencerPride.org 
for more info. 

 

We also host routine health & 
wellness services and monthly 
educational programming, in 
addition to annual events like the 
Spencer Pride Festival. For more 
information, ask a Spencer Pride 
volunteer or contact us at 
info@SpencerPride.org. 
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Community Art Project 

 

Create & Connect: Community Rainbow Glass Art 
Sculpture! 
 
We are excited to welcome you to our commUnity center in 
downtown Spencer for a special, hands-on art-making 
session! Come on by and help us build something truly 
dazzling for our new space. 
 
With the amazingly talented Bloomington Creative Arts 
Center, we are crafting a stunning rainbow glass sculpture 
that will find its permanent home hanging in the skylight of 
the Rex G. Hinkle Library at the Spencer Pride commUnity 
center—and we want your creative touch to be a part of it! 
 
How You Can Create: 
 
The Community Rainbow Sculpture: For a suggested $5 
donation, you can craft your very own monochromatic fused 
glass piece. All of our individual colored creations will be 
combined to form a vibrant masterpiece that will brighten 
our library for years to come! 
 
Custom Fused Glass Art: For $20, you can create your own 
custom piece of fused glass art. Once it is finished and 
ready, you can pick it up at a later date to keep and display 
at home. 
 
No prior experience is necessary—just bring your creativity 
and community spirit! Stop by, support our community 
center, and leave your colorful mark on a piece of shared 
local art. We can't wait to see what we create together!  
Wednesday, October 14th: 10a-6p  

  
 

Two Eyes Screening 



 

Celebrate LGBTQ+ History Month with an exclusive 
screening of TWO EYES! 
 
Get your tickets & learn more here: 
https://twoeyesmovie.com/screening/spencer-pride-
screening-event/ 
 
Join Spencer Pride on National Coming Out Day for a 
powerful cinematic journey featuring Oscar nominee Lily 
Gladstone, trans icons Kate Bornstein & Ryan Cassata, Alan 
Cumming, Nakhane, Samuel Jaxin Enemy-Hunter, and 
Kiowa Gordon. 
 
Whether you want to gather in person or watch from the 
comfort of home, you can be a part of this special event! 
 
IN-PERSON SCREENING $15 
When: Sunday, October 11 at 2:00 PM EST 
Where: Spencer Pride commUnity center 
Bonus: Includes an exclusive 45-minute live Zoom Q&A with 
director Travis Fine after the film. 
 
ON-DEMAND STREAMING $10 
When: October 12 – October 18 
Where: Stream anytime on your TV, laptop, or phone 
Bonus: Includes unlimited access to full Q&A conversations 
with Alan Cumming, Lily Gladstone, and the cast. 
 
50% of all ticket sales directly support Spencer Pride to 
empower rural LGBTQ+ communities in south central 
Indiana. 
 
#TwoEyesMovie #SpencerPride #LGBTQHistoryMonth 
#NationalComingOutDay #QueerCinema 

  
 

  

  

  
 

 

  

Fundraising News 
 

  



Become A Sustainer 

We are incredibly thankful for our sustainers! 
These amazing supporters give at a regular 
interval to cover 50% of the commUnity center’s 
monthly operation costs.  
 
Our goal for 2026 is to grow our Sustainer 
program to cover 100% of our center's operating 
costs.  
 
To become a Sustainer, reach out to our 
Fundraising Director, Elisabeth Solchik, or you 
can start the process on our website: 
https://spencerpride.org/donate/ 

 

 

  

  

Did you know you could help support Spencer Pride while you are shopping? 
 

  

  

 

  

  

  
 

 

  

  

  

  
 

 

  

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS! 
 

  

https://spencerpride.org/donate/


A commUnity center Sponsor provides much needed support to assist with our current programming 
as well as with our future building expansion and programming that supports the LGBTQ+ community. 
  
If you or someone you know would like to be a Sponsor, click here for more details! 
--- 
A Spencer Pride Sustainer is a donor who gives at a regular interval – monthly, quarterly, or annually – 
for as little as $5/month. 
 
We are incredibly thankful for our 2026 sustainers. These amazing supporters give at a regular interval 
to cover over 75% of the commUnity center’s current monthly operation costs. 
 
To become a Sustainer, reach out to our Vice President and Development Director, Elisabeth Solchik 
at Elisabeth@spencerpride.org, or you can start the process through our website: 
https://spencerpride.org/donate/ 
 
Check the box "Show my support by making this a recurring donation" 
And in the blank space that is a drop-down field for "My donation is for," select "Sustainer (Recurring)" 
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Thanks again for your support! 
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*{{Organization Name}}* 
*{{Organization Address}}* 
*{{Organization Phone}}* 
*{{Organization Website}}* 
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